
 

Rising 7th Grade English Summer Reading 

Milton Academy Middle School, 2017-2018 
 

Structured summer reading helps minimize skills reduction during the summer months, and allows us to start 

the year having read shared texts in order to be focused and tackle targeted skills immediately.  The selected 

texts will also set the stage for some of our work building a classroom community and discussing issues of 

identity and different perspectives. 

 

This year’s texts are both set during the 1960s and are both coming-of-age stories.  The 1960s in America were 

a time of political and social unrest with the Civil Rights Movement, and were also a time of revolution in 

terms of popular culture and social norms.  Some of the words or situations that you come across might be 

confusing, because they deal directly with this time period.  It may be helpful to do a little research on the 

1960s, by looking online or by speaking with your family or friends. 

 

Summer Reading Required Texts (please buy these specific versions, per the ISBN):  

 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 

ISBN: 978-0142407332 

 

 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming  by 

Jacqueline Woodson 

ISBN:  978-0147515827 

 

Required During Reading: 

- Annotate your texts in any way that will be helpful to be able to discuss the book 

- This can include: brief chapter summaries, tracking character growth/change & themes, marking 

important/interesting passages, writing discussion questions in the book, etc.  

 

Assignments: 

In addition to reading both required texts, complete the following assignments, to be submitted to your 

English teacher on the first day of classes. 

 

for The Outsiders: 
Create an original visual representation of one character’s significant change in character traits or their 

perspective.  Include an image of the character “before” and “after”, incorporating 3 quotations from the book 

with page numbers: one quote should relate to them before, one after, and one in reference to the cause of 

the change. Write 1 paragraph explaining the choices you made.  

 

For Brown Girl Dreaming: 
Select 3 chapters that you think are most significant in the text.  Write a brief explanation (3-5 

sentences) about why you selected each passage and what you think is significant about each.  

 
For questions or assistance with these assignments for 7th Grade English, contact: Mrs. DiDonna, emily_didonna@milton.edu 


